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A 

CONCISE  HISTORY 


NEW-EN GLAND,  &c. 

THE  whole  continent  of  Ame¬ 
rica  was,  to  the  antients,  an 
unknown  land.  It  is  not 
quite  300  years  fince  the  firffc 
difcovery  was  made  of  this  part  of  the 
world  the  Spaniards  began  their  fet- 

tlements,  and  the  conqueft  of  the  vaft 
kingdoms  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  about  an 
hundred  years  before  our  fathers  came 
into  this  country.1 f  It  is  not  certain  that 
ever  any  European  was  at  New-England 

A  before 

*  Columbus  made  the  firft  difcovery  of  America 
1492. 

f  Cortes  failed  from  Spain  1518,  and  the  next 
year  began  the  conqueft  of  Mexico. 
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before  the  year  1602.  Some  feeble  at¬ 
tempts  were  made  to  effedt  a  fettlement, 
in  feveral  parts  of  this  country,  but  none 
fucceeded  until  the  year  1620  ;  when  the 
adventurers  landed  at  Plymouth,  and  be¬ 
gan  a  fettlement  there,  which  may  fitly  be 
called  the  beginning  of  New-England. 
No  confiderable  additions  were  made  to 
the  planters,  until  the  diftrefling  times  in 
England  led  many  worthy  and  lerious 
perfons  to  feek  a  quiet  habitation,  in  thefe 
defolate  parts  of  the  earth. 

It  is  a  truth,  impofiible  to  be  denied, 
that  the  fpiritual  tyranny,  under  which 
•our  fathers  groaned,  and  their  being,  pro¬ 
hibited  the  worfhip  of  God,  according  to 
the  light  of  their  own  confciences,  and  the 
facred  oracles,  was  the  caufe  of  their  leav¬ 
ing  their  native  country,  to  plant  them- 
felves  in  this  then  howling  wildernefs.  It 
was  this  abridgment  of  the  rights  of  con¬ 
fidence  that  began,  and  mightily  affifted  in, 
the  fettlement  of  this  country.  The  op- 
prefiion  under  which  a  valuable  part  of 
the  nation  groaned,  has,  in  the  hand  of 
confummate  wifdom,  proved,  in  its  con- 

fequences, 


- r 


- - - 


* 


(  3  ) 

fequences,.  a  great  bidding  to  the  world, 
and  the  occafion  of  a  vail:  addition  to  the 
Britifh  empire. 

A  few  years  after  the  fettlement  of 
New-England  began,  the  troubles  in 
England  were  greatly  increafed,  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  meafures  were  driven  on,  both  in 
church  and  ftate.  Archbifhop  Laud,  and 
the  ruling  ecclefiaftics  of  that  day,  forced 
a  multitude  of  confcientious  puritans  from 
their  country.  After  fome  fruitlefs  at¬ 
tempts  had  been  made  to  form  fettlements 
in  other  places,  in  the  year  1629  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  perfons  (350)  feated 
themfelves  at  Salem,  and  eftablifhed  a 
church  there.  The  next  year  John  Win- 
thorp,  and  Thomas  Dudley,  Efqrs;  after¬ 
wards  governors  of  the  colony,  and  feveral 
gentlemen  of  diftindiion,  with  divers  wor¬ 
thy  minifters,  and  above  200  palfengers 
arrived  in  this  bay,  began  their  fettlements, 
and  founded  churches  :  and  by  a  conti¬ 
nual  acceffion  to  their  numbers,  and  die 
arrival  of  parties  from  divers  places  in 
England,  in  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  there 
were  not  only  fettlements  begun,  and 
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churches  ereCted,  in  Charleftown,  Bofton* 
Dorchefter,  Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and 
Watertown,  but,  in  that  time,  great  num¬ 
bers  had  emigrated  as  far  as  the  fertile 
banks  of  Connecticut  river,  and  planted 
the  now  populous  and  flourifhing  towns 
of  Springfield,  Hartford,  Windfor,  and 
Weathersfield  :  and,  by  the  coming  over 
of  new  inhabitants,  the  foundations  were 
foon  laid  of  the  antient  colonies  of  New- 
Haven  and  Connecticut,  fince  formed  in¬ 
to  one. 

But  what  I  defign  is  not  to  give  you 
an  hiftory  of  the  progreflive  improvements 
of  the  country,  fo  much  as  to  point  out 
the  hardfhips  they  furmounted,  and  the 
enemies  out  of  whofe  hand  God  had  de¬ 
livered  them. 

It  is  impofiible  to  defcribe  the  difficul¬ 
ties,  ftraits,  hardfhips  and  perils  which 
attend  the  fettlement  of  a  new  coun¬ 
try  ;  efpecially,  at  the  difiance  of  a  thou- 
fand  leagues  from  a  civilized  people. 
It  muft,  in  the  firft  place,  have  been  a 
moft  affectionate  parting,  that  they  had 
with  their  native  country,  their  houfes 

and 
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and  lands,  their  friends  and  relatives, 
whom  they  were  forfaking  without  any 
profpeQ:  of  ever  meeting  again  in  this 
world*  The  thought  of  venturing  over 
an  extended  ocean,  then  very  much  un¬ 
known,  mud  have  been  terrible  to  perfons 
that  never  went  to  lea,  and,  efpecially, 
to  women  of  tender  minds.  The  profped: 
of  venturing  on  an  unknown  and  barba¬ 
rous  fhore,  to  the  firft  adventurers,  mull: 
have  been  quite  perplexing.  But  when 
all  the  trials  and  difficulties  were  paffied 
through,  it  was  in  hunger  and  cold,  in 
peril  and  fear,  that  they  began  and  profe- 
cuted  their  fettlements.  It  is  impoffible 
for  us  to  conceive  what  many  fuffered  by 
the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  by  cold  and 
famine,  in  a  defolate  country,  where  they 
were  immediately  expofed  to  the  ieverities 
of  a  rigid  climate,  without  any  convenient 
habitations  to  cover  them.  The  hardships 
they  underwent  brought  many  to  their 
graves,  within  a  few  months  after  their  ar¬ 
rival.  Of  the  fir  ft  350  who  arrived  at 
Salem,  not  lefs  than  100  died  the  follow¬ 
ing  winter,  of  difeafes,  principally  brought 
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upon  them  by  the  hardfhips  they  endured. 
Of  the  people  who  firft  arrived  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  two  or  three  months  fwept  half 
of  them  into  the  grave.  Truly,  we  can¬ 
not  but  admire  the  hand  of  God,  that 
fupported  and  animated  them  under  thefe 
trials.  Their  principal  comfort  was,  that, 
with  all  the  diftreffes  of  a  new  country, 
they  found  themfelves  out  of  the  reach  of 
prelatical  tyranny,  and  could  enjoy  God 
in  his  ordinances. 

America,  when  firft  difcovered,  was 
found,  in  every  part  of  it,  inhabited  by  a 
favage  fwarthy  people.  The  learned  have 
been  much  puzzled  to  determine  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  the  natives  of  this  vaft  continent. 
Some  have  conjectured  they  were  origi¬ 
nally  Tartars,  who  found  a  northern  path 
into  America ;  and  fome  that  they  are  the 
defcendants  of  the  ten  tribes,  carried  into 
captivity  by  Salmanefer,  and  planted  in 
the  northern  *  kingdoms  of  Afia.  Others 
derive  their  origin  from  the  ancient  Phe- 
nicians,  who  are  famed  for  their  early  fkill 
in  navigation,  and  certainly  fent  forth  co¬ 
lonies 

*  2  Kings  xviii.  n. 
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lonies  in  very  early  ages.  Others,  and 
perhaps  with  greater  probability,  fuppofe 
that  they  were  at  different  times  and  on 
various  occafions,  either  accidentally,  or 
by  defign,  tranfplanted  from  various  parts 
of  the  other  continent ;  but  when  and  how 
no  man  can  tell.  After  all  our  enquiries, 
their  origin  is  quite  problematical.  How¬ 
ever,  this  is  certain,  they  muft  have  been 
here  many  ages ;  for  we  find  them  fcat- 
tered  throughout  every  part  of  North  and 
South  America  :  They  inhabited,  not 
only  the  fea-coafts,  but  alfo  the  vaft  in¬ 
land  country.  The  Spaniards  found  mil¬ 
lions  of  Indians  in  the  countries  they  con¬ 
quered  5  and  the  extenfive  kingdoms  of 
Peru,  and  Mexico  feem  to  have  had  the 
marks  of  confiderable  antiquity.  Our  fa¬ 
thers,  upon  their  arrival  in  this  country, 
found  every  part  of  it  was,  or  had  been, 
peopled  with  tribes  of  Indians,  who  could 
give  no  account  of  their  original.  One 
thing  is  very  remarkable  in  the  difpenfa- 
tion  of  Providence  :  A  few  years  before 
the  arrival  of  the  people  at  Plymouth, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  God  was  pleafed  to 

fend 
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fend  a  dreadful  ficknefs  among  the  na¬ 
tives,  who  were  then  very  numerous, 
and  probably  would  have  beffirred  them- 
felves  to  hinder  Grangers  from  making 
fettlements  in  their  country.  By  this  vi- 
iitation,  it  is  faid,  great  numbers  were 
fwept  off,  and  fome  whole  tribes  became 
in  a  manner  extind.  The  Maffachufetts 
tribe,  particularly,  are  faid  to  have  been 
reduced  from  thirty  thoufand,  to  three 
hundred  fighting  men.  Some  fay  nine 
tenths  of  the  barbarians,  through  the 
country,  were  fwept  off,  and  the  land 
was,  in  a  manner,  depopulated.  Some 
have  conjedured,  becaufe  the  fmall-pox 
has  proved  fo  mortal  to  Indians,  that  this 
was  the  diftemper  which  depopulated  the 
country ;  but  the  Indians  give  an  account 
of  the  difeafe,  that  does  not  fo  well  agree 
to  the  fmall  pox.  According  to  them,  it 
was  a  peftilential  putrid  fever.  Some, 
think  it  was  the  plague,  and  tell  us  the 
favages  fiiewed  thofe  fears  which  proved 
it  to  be  the  plague.  But  whatever  the 
diftemper  was,  it  was  a  wonderful  provi¬ 
dence  thus  to  prepare  the  way  for  our  fa- 
ther.  At 
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At  the  beginning  of  thefe  fettlements, 
Heaven  was  pleafed  wonderfully  to  lay 
restraints  upon  the  remaining  favages,  fo 
that  the  Europeans  gained  a  peaceable  fet- 
tlement  among  them.  And  left,  after  all, 
the  favages  fhould  prove  too  hard  for 
them,  ini6^3>  the  fmall-pox  made  dread¬ 
ful  havock  among  them,  and  Swept  away 
ahnoft  whole  plantations  of  Indians.  This 
farther  conduced  to  the  Safety  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and,  probably,  hindered  the  plotting 
of  the  natives  to  deftroy  their  new  neigh¬ 
bours. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  after  their 
arrival,  that  our  fathers  found  the  favages, 
with  ftrong  profefiions  of  friendship,  con- 
fpiring,  in  one  place  and  another,  to  cut 
them  off*.  In  the  firft  year  after  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  this  colony,  when  a  mortal  fick- 
nefs  was  daily  leffening  their  numbers, 
when  there  was  not  corn  enough  to  feed 
them  a  fortnight,  they  were  alarmed  with 
the  news  of  a  general  confpiracy  of  the 
Indians  to  extirpate  the  Engliih.  On¬ 
ly  two  years  after  (in  1632)  a  confpi- 
racy  01  the  eaftern  Indians  to  cut  oft*  our 
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fettlements,  was  difcovered,  and  by  a  ftra- 
tagem  prevented.  The  fame  year  the 
whole  plantation  was  under  fearful  appre- 
henfions  of  being  driven  offby  the  t  rench, 
by  order  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  which  put 
them  on  providing  for  their  defence.  And 
it  was  nothing  but  the  want  oi  union 
amon°r  themfelves  that  reflrained  the  fa- 

O 

vages  from  breaking  up  all  our  fettle¬ 
ments,  which  were  in  general  utterly  de¬ 
fen  cel  efs. 

The  firft  open  war  with  the  favages, 
was  what  is  called  the  Pequodwar  in  1637. 
The  tribe  of  that  name  was  fettled  in 
Connecticut  colony,  and  was  very  mif- 
chievous  to  the  Englifh,  falling  upon 
them  in  the  fields  and  in  their  journies, 
committing  feveral  murders  among  them. 
The  feveral  Englifh  plantations  found 
it  necefiarv,  for  their  own  defence,  to 
carry  on  a  war  with  this  tribe,  with  their 
united  force.  This  war  was  carried  into 
the  Pequod  country,  where  their  garri- 
fons  were  deftroyed,  and  their  houfes 
burnt ;  700  of  that  tribe  were  killed  or 
taken  prifoners,  with  very  little  lofs  on 

the 
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the  fide  of  the  Englifh  :  in  fhort,  the 
whole  nation  was  in  a  few  months  totally- 
extirpated,  and  this  deftru&ion  ftruck 
fuch  a  terror  into  the  other  tribes,  that 
they  came  and  begged  for  peace,  and  the 
land  had  reft  for  near  forty  years. 

During  the  feven  firft  years  from  the 
fettlement  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  there 
was  a  great  flocking  into  the  country,  fo 
that  not  lefs  than  4000  planters  had  fixed 
themfelves  up  and  down  in  the  country, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  many  flourish¬ 
ing  towns  and  villages  in  New-England. 
Above  feventy  minifters  accompanied 
them,  generally,  learned  and  pious  di¬ 
vines  :  about  forty  churches  were  gather¬ 
ed,  and  the  foundation  of  that  fchool  of 
the  prophets  was  laid,  which  by  its  annual 
ftreams  hath  made  glad  the  city  of  our 
God — the  wildernefs  began  to  be  fub- 
dued,  orchards  were  planted,  and  laws 
were  enacted  for  the  government  of  the 
infant  ftate. 

But,  even  in  its  infant  ftate,  New-Eng¬ 
land  was  not  without  its  enemies  at  homey 
as  well  as  in  its  own  bofom.  Archbifhop 

B  2  Laud, 


Laud,  thegrand  enemy  of  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty,  while  he  was  perfecuting 
good  men  at  home,  kept  a  jealous  eye  , 
upon  New-England ;  and  employed  ene¬ 
mies,  falfe  brethren  fecreted  among  them- 
felves,  to  give  notice  of  every  thing  that 
paffed ;  efpecially  of  what  might  be  im¬ 
proved  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  colony. 
He  envied  the  puritans  an  afylum  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  earth,  and  was  plotting  their 
ruin. 

As  early  as  1637,  he  procured  an  order 
of  court  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  in¬ 
habitants  to  New-England,  at  which  time 
fuch  great  men  as  Pym,  Hampden,  Sir 
Arthur  Elafelrig,  and  Oliver  Cromwel,  af¬ 
terwards  lord  protestor  of  England,  were 
prevented  from  fettling  themfelves  in  this 
land.  God  in  his  providence  referved 
them  for  more  important  fervices  in  their 
own  country.  And  after  all  the  calum¬ 
ny  and  reproach,  which  have  been  caft 
on  their  memories  for  more  than  a  century 
of  years,  the  world  is  obliged  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  greatnefs,  and  that  to  them 
the  nation  owes  the  important  liberties  it 

has 


(  l3  ) 

has  fince  enjoyed. — After  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war,  the  caufe  of  exile  was, 
in  a  manner,  taken  away ;  the  acceffion 
of  inhabitants  greatly  ceafed,  and  fome 
returned  back  to  their  native  country, 
until  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  when 
the  perfecution  againft  proteftant  diffen- 
ters  was  renewed  with  greater  vigour  than 
ever. 

In  1642,  there  was  a  general  defign 
among  the  Indians  to  cut  off  the  Englifli 
inhabitants.  They  were  to  go,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  trade,  in  fmall  parties  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  houfes,  and,  while  fome  fecured  the 
arms,  others  were  to  perpetrate  the  dread¬ 
ful  maffacre.  This  horrid  conspiracy  v,  as 
difcovered  by  fome  of  the  Indians  them- 
felves.  The  difcovery  caulcd  a  oread! ul 
confirmation  :  but,  by  the  extraoidinaiy 
pains  taken  by  the  inhabitants  to  pi  event 
any  furprize,  the  favages  were  diicouragcd 

from  their  bloody  attempt. 

In  1653,  a  general  alarm  was  fpread 

through  the  colonies,  by  the  information 

given  from  feveral  quarters,  that  tue 

Dutch  were  privately  folliciting  the  Indi¬ 
ans 
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ans  to  a  general  confederacy,  in  order  to¬ 
tally  to  extirpate  the  Englifh.  But  the 
difcovery  of  the  plot  was,  probably,  the 
means  of  preventing  its  execution. 

1  or  the  fpace  of  near  forty  years,  from 
the  Pequod  war,  though  New-England 
was  fome times  alarmed  and  put  into  great 
confternation,  yet,  in  general,  the  country 
had  reft,  and  there  was,  during  this  time, 
a  furprizing  increafe  of  inhabitants  ;  until 
the  breaking  out  of  that,  which  is  com¬ 
monly  called  Philip’s  war,  becaufe  it  was 
begun  and  carried  on  by  an  Indian  prince 
of  that  name,  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  Eng¬ 
lifh.  He  refolved  on  nothing  lefs  than 
their  total  deftruftion.  For  this  purpofe 
he  invited  all  the  barbarous  tribes  to 
join  him,  furnifhed  them  with  arms, 
and  fuddenly  began  the  moft  diftrefting 
war  that  ever  New-England  felt.  This 
war  “  endangered  the  very  being  of  the 
“  colony,  and  it  was  a  queftion  with 
“  fome,  whether  the  Indians  would 
“  not  prevail  to  a  total  extirpation  of 
*c  the  Englifh  inhabitants.”*  Several 

years 

*  Lieut.  Gov.  Hutchinfon’s  Hi  (lory  of  the  Ma(- 
facufetts,  vol.  i.  p.  275. 
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years  were  fpent  by  the  natives  in  prepa¬ 
rations  for  a  vigorous  war,  and  it  was, 
probably,  owing  to  its  being  accidentally 
begun,  before  they  were,  in  general,  pre¬ 
pared,  that  they  did  not  accomplish  the 
great  undertaking. 

In  1675,  June  24,  the  war  began,  by 
an  attack  on  the  town  of  Swanzey,  and  the 
murder  of  feveral  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
troops  of  the  colony  engaged,  and  were 
overpowered  by  numbers.  Soon  after 
which,  Mendon  and  Brookfield  were  at¬ 
tacked,  and  divers  places  on  Connecticut 
river. -J*  The  whole  MafTachufetts  colony 
was  in  the  utmoft  consternation,  many 
places,  in  different  parts  of  the  colony,  be¬ 
ing  attacked,  almoSt  at  the  fame  time ; 
houfes  burnt,  and  the  people  flain.  The 
brave  diStrefied  inhabitants  frequently 
engaged  the  enemy,  but  were  generally 
overpowered  by  numbers,  and  obliged  to 
retreat  with  lofs.  It  was  at  this  time 
Capt.  Lothorp,  with  his  whole  company, 
fave  feven  or  eight,  confiding  of  eighty 

young  men,  belonging  to  the  county  of 
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|  Hadley,  Hatfield,  Windfor. 


Eflex,  were  cut  oft,  in  an  engagement 
with  feven  or  eight  hundred  Indians  be¬ 
tween  Deerfield  and  Hatfield.  This  was 

a  heavy  ftroke  on  the  country  to  which 
they  belonged. 

Thele  depredations  of  the  enemy  uni¬ 
ted  the  Colonies  in  an  expedition  againft 
a  ftrong  fortrefs  of  the  lavages,  in  the 
Narraganfett-country.  It  was  attacked 
December  16  th  by  a  thoufand  men,  ta¬ 
ken  and  deftroyed  after  an  obftinate  refin¬ 
ance,  in  which  five  or  fix  hundred  Indian 


houfes  were  burnt,  and,  in  many  of  them, 
the  women  and  children  penlhed.  Some 
of  the  enemy  confefled  they  loft  700  fight¬ 
ing  men  that  day,  befides  300  more,  who 
died  of  the  wounds  they  received,  or  the 
hardships  they  underwent.  This  battle 
proved  bloody,  and  coft  the  Colonies  the 
lives  of  lix  brave  captains,-^  and  eighty- 
five  private  men.  The  number  of  killed 
and  wounded  was  about  iyo ,  and  the 
whole  army  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of 


perilh- 

*  John fon,  Davenport,  Gardiner,  Gallop,  Siely, 
and  Marlhall.  1 
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♦ 

perilling,  in  their  retreat,  through  hun¬ 
ger  and  cold. 

It  was  hoped,  that  fuch  a  fignal  defeat 
would  have  cooled  the  courage  of  the  re- 
maining  favages,  and  difpofed  them  to 
peace.  But  the  event  was  quite  other- 
wife.  The  barbarians,  reduced  to  an  al- 
moft  defperate  condition  by  cold  and  fa¬ 
mine,  and  inftigated  by  Philip,  took  the 
firft  opportunity  of  joining  their  forces, 
and,  being  encouraged  by  the  French  go- 
vernour  of  Canada,  early  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  fpring  (1676)  they  made  a  furious 
onfet  upon  divers  places,  -f*  burning  fome 
towns  wholly  to  the  ground,  others  in 
part  ;  killing  multitudes  of  the  diitrelfed 
inhabitants,  and  fpreading  univerfal  con- 
fternation.  It  was  about  this  time  Cspt. 
Pierce  was  drawn  into  an  ambuihment 
and  flain,  with  his  whole  company  of  fif- 

C  ty 

t  Feb.  10.  Lancafter  burnt,  forty  perfons  killed 
and  captivated — Marlborough,  Sudbury  and  Chelmf- 
ford,  attacked  about  the  fame  time.  Feb.  21.  Mcd- 
field  attacked,  half  the  town  burnt,  and  eighteen 
killed. — In  March,  Northampton,  Springfield, 
Groton,  Sudbury,  Marlborough,  Warwick,  Provi¬ 
dence,  Plymouth  and  Rehoboth,  fulRred. 
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ly  Englifh,  and  feveral  Indians ;  and  Capt, 
Wadfworth,  marching  to  relieve  Sudbury, 
was  cut  off  with  a  company  of  fifty 
men  :  The  place  is  fhewn  to  this  day, 
where  they  lie  buried  in  one  grave.  Ma¬ 
ny  perfons  were  taken  by  the  lavages,  and 
fome  put  to  death  with  torments  too 
dreadful  to  be  named. 

At  the  time  that  thefe  weflern  parts  of 
the  Colony  endured  the  miferies  of  a  bloo¬ 
dy  war,  the  eaftern  country,  which  be¬ 
fore  this  time  had  confiderable  fettle- 
men  ts,  was  groaning  under  the  fame  cala¬ 
mity.  All  the  country,  eaftward  of  Wells, 
was  deftroyed  by  fire  and  fword.  Such 
was  the  deplorable  fituation  of  our  coun¬ 
try  at  that  day,  that  the  words  of  the 
Prophet  were  peculiarly  applicable  to  our 
land,  “  the  Syrians  before  and  the  Phi- 
liftines  behind,  and  they  fhall  devour 


Ilrael  with  open  mouth.”  + 


This  was  an  awful  feafon  indeed — our 
fathers  faw  their  country  invaded  on  every 
fide :  fcarce  any  plantation  was  out  of 
danger.  Look  which  way  they  would, 

the 
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tlie  fmoke  of  their  country  afcended  up, 
as  the  fmoke  of  a  great  furnace.  Men, 
women,  and  helplefs  babes,  fell  a  facrifice 
to  barbarian  cruelty.  Great  numbers  of 
the  braveft  men  in  thefe  infant  plantations 
fell  in  battle.  The  enemy  had  fignal  ad¬ 
vantages  againft  them.  No  fooner  had 
they  made  their  unexpected  onfets,  but 
they  retired  into  woods  and  mountains, 
where  it  was  impofiible  to  follow,  or  over¬ 
take  them.  Hitherto  the  enemy  had 
been  generally  victorious---A  darker  and 
more  dreadful  cloud  never  overfpead  New- 
England.  No  man  thought  his  life  fe- 
cure  :  nothing  was  talked  of  but  fire  and 
fword.  All  forts  of  men  put  on  fackcloth, 
and  lay  in  allies,  and  day  after  day  was 
fpent  in  falling  and  prayer.  The  triumph¬ 
ing  of  the  heathen  however  was  but  fhort. 
Our  troops,  in  fcveral  bloody  encounters, 
were  victorious.  The  enemy  were  purfu- 
ed  to  their  lurking  places,  multitudes  of 
them  were  put  to  the  fword,  great  num¬ 
bers  were  taken  prifoners. — The  death 
of  Philip,  who  was  (lain  by  an  Indian  that 
deferted  from  him,  together  with  the  Ioffes 

c  2  they 
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they  had  fuftained,  and  their  diftrefs  for 
want  of  provilions  and  ammunition,  quite 
disheartened  the  favages,  and  feveral  tribes 
begged  for  peace :  fo  that,  in  two  years, 
this  bloody  war  was  brought  to  a  period  •> 
which,  tho’  for  a  time  fo  formidable  to 
our  fathers,  yet,  through  the  good  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God,  broke  the  power  of  the 
favage  tribes,  and  the  natives  were  never 
able  to  recover  themfelves. 

Thus  ended  this  diftreffing  war,  which 
•once  threatned  the  total  deftrudiion  of  the 
Colony.  Thefe  wrere  not  indeed  fuch 
mighty  battles  as  we  read  of  in  hiStory, 
nor  fuch  as  have  iince  determined  the  fate 
of  America ;  but  they  were  the  Struggles 
of  an  infant  colony.— -Many  brave  men — 
many  brave  young  men,  expired  in  this 
diStreSSing  war ;  their  names  deferve  to  be 
had  in  perpetual  remembrance. 

But  what  pity  !  wdiat  relief  had  our  fa¬ 
thers  from  the  mother  country,  under  all 
theie  diftreffing  calamities !  Was  the  royal 
ear  open  to  their  complaints  ?  Was  any 
kind  of  relief  afforded,  at  a  time  when  the 
favages  awfully  threatned  their  total  de¬ 
struction  ? 
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ftrudtion  ?  Were  troops,  or  lliips,  or  money 
fent  to  their  relief?— No— “  Iftheycri- 
“  ed,  there  was  none  to  hear.”  The 
heart  of  a  licentious  prince  was  hardened 
to  all  their  diftreiTes ;  his  ears  were  fhut 
to  their  cries,  but  open  enough  to  the 
vile  and  malevolent  mifreprefentations  of 
their  worft  enemies.  On  the  very  year 
when  the  colonifts  were  contehine  with 

o 

the  natives  the  polTefiion  of  the  country, 
at  the  time  when  they  ftruggled  hard  to 
preferve  their  footing  in  New-England, 
complaints  were  fuftained,  and  a  profecu- 
tion  fet  on  foot  againft  them,  which  at 
length  iffued  in  the  lofs  of  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  royal  charter. 

‘  The  royal  charter,  which  encouraged 
our  fathers  to  fettle  themfelves  in  this 
country,  gave  them  to  expeft  civil  and 
religious  liberty  in  a  greater  degree,  than 
their  feilow  fubjedls  then  enjoyed  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  country  was  claimed  by  the 
crown  of  England  only  by  right  of  difco- 
very.  To  encourage  the  fettlement,  an 
incorporation  was  thought  neceflary,  but 
was  purchafed  of  the  crown,  at  the  ex- 


- - 
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pence  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
Notwithstanding,  it  was  no  longer  than  the 
next  year  after  the  arrival  of  the  people  in 
this  bay,  in  1631,  that  there  was  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  vacate  it ;  but  it  happily  proved 
unfuccefsful.  And  again,  four  years  after¬ 
wards,  1635,  the  charter  was  attempted, 
but  ftill  the  attempt  proved  abortive. 
In  1638,  there  was  a  formal  demand  of  the 
charter  to  be  given  up,  and  a  judgment  was 
obtained,  that  the  liberties  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  fhould  be  feized  into  the  king’s 
hands.  But  through  the  goodnefs  of  God, 
the  execution  was  never  compleated  :  the 
change  of  times  in  Old  England  faved  the 
privileges  of  New  England.  At  the  re- 
ftoration  of  king  Charles  1660,  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  our  liberties  roufed  themfelves, 
and  laid  heavy  and  grievous  complaints 
againft  the  colony,  in  order  to  have  their 
privileges  taken  away.  Baptifts,  Quakers, 
Epifcopalians,  united  in  preferring  their 
complaints :  but  God  ftirred  up  the  hearts 
of  feveral  great  men,*  friends  to  the  co¬ 
lony, 

#  The  Earl  of  Manchefter,  Lord  Bay,  and  Secietai}' 
Mpuice. 
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lony,  and  of  good  principles,  to  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  caufe,  and  this  attempt 
alfo  proved  abortive.  From  the  refioration 
the  colony  never  Hood  well  with  the  court. 
The  principal  perions  here ,  in  church 
and  ilate,  were  never  without  fearful  ap- 
prehenfions  of  having  their  invaluable  pri¬ 
vileges  taken  from  them.  In  1665, 
commiffioners  were  fent  over  with  very 
large  and  unconftitutional  powers,  and  an 
infraction  was  thereby  made  upon  the 
charter-rights  of  the  colony.  Four  gen¬ 
tlemen  *  were  named  in  the  royal  com- 
mifiion,  fome  of  them  the  profelfed  ene¬ 
mies  of  New-England,  veiled  with  fuch 
extraordinary  powers,  as  were  calculated 
to  fubvert  all  law  and  juftice,  and  fuch, 
as  fubjeCted  the  people  to  their  arbitrary 
will  and  pleafure.  A  loyal  petition  was 
prepared  and  fent  to  the  King,  contain¬ 
ing  a  decent  and  manly  afiertion  of  their 
right  to  the  privileges  confirmed  to  the 
colony  by  royal  charter,  and  fetting  forth 

the  great  diftrefs  they  were  in,  by  being 

fub- 

*  Col.  Richard  Nicholls,  George  Cartwright,  Sir 
Robert  Carr,  and  Samuel  Maverick,  Efqrs. 
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fubjeited  to  the  arbitrary  pleafure  of 
Grangers,  proceeding,  not  by  any  eftabli£h~ 
ed  laws,  but  their  own  fovereign  will';  al- 
fo  declaring,  that,  if  things  went  on  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  prefent  appearance,  they 
niuit  either  feek  new  dwellings,  or  fink 
under  intolerable  burdens.  Every  pru¬ 
dent  meafure  was  taken  to  prevent  the  lofs 
of  the  charter.  At  the  fame  time  the  ma- 
giftrates,  with  a  decent,  and,  (conlidering 
the  infant  ftate  of  the  Colony,)  an  admira¬ 
ble  firmnefs,  withftood  the  commiffioners 
in  the  exercife  of  their  unconftitutional 
powers.  The  confequence  was,  after  a 
few  years,  this  arbitrary  commiffion  was 
difcontinued.  But  at  length,  in  1676,  “  in 
<c  the  height  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  war, 
and  whilft  the  authority  of  the  Colony 
“  was  contending  with  the  natives  for  the 
“  pofleffion  of  the  foil,  complaints  were 
c‘  making  in  England,  which  /truck  at 
“  the  powers  of  government;  and  an  en- 
<(  quiry  was  fet  on  foot,  which  was  con- 
cc  tinned  from  time  to  time,  until  it  final- 
“  ly  illued  in  a  quo  warranto,  andjudg- 

,c  ment 


/ 
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“  ment  thereupon  againft  the  charter.”  * 
Diflreffing  was  the  condition  of  this  poor 
country  :  while  engaged  in  a  bloody  and 
extenfive  war,  inftead  of  the  pity  and  re¬ 
gards  of  their  prince,  from  whom  they 
juftly  expected  protection  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  they  were  threatned  with  the  lofs  of 
thofe  privileges,  which  were  dear  to  them 
as  life,  and  on  the  hope  of  which  they  firfl 
left  their  country,  and  were  bravely  defend¬ 
ing  themfelves  in  a  difmal  wildernefs. 

The  grand  accufer  of  the  colony  was 

Edward  Randolph,  J  a  man  of  moft  arbi¬ 
trary  principles,  and  indefatigable  in  his 
endeavours  to  diftrefs  the  colony,  and  fet 

D  up 

*  Vid.  Gov.  Hutchinfon’s  Hid.  of  Mali.  vol.  i. 


p.  311. 

f  “  The  accounts  which  were  tranfmitted  to 
<c  England  of  the  didredes  of  the  Colony,  during 
“  the  war,  although  they  might  excite  companion 
**  in  the  breads  of  fome,  yet  they  were  improved  by 
“  others,  to  render  the  Colony  more  obnoxious/' 
Hid.  of  MafT.  vol.  1.  p.  308. 

X  Randolph  made  eight  voyages  to  England  in 
nine  years  ;  was  appointed  collector  and  furveyor  of 
his  Majedy’s  cudoms  ;  was  one  of  Sir  Edmund  A11- 
drofs's  council,  and  was  the  perfon  that  boaded 
they  were  as  arbitrary  as  the  great  Turk/' 
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up  arbitrary  government.  He  was  at  laid 
“  the  meifenger  of  death,”  and  arrived 
in  1603,  with  powers  to  demand  an  abfo- 
lute  refignation  of  all  the  liberties  of  the 
colony  into  the  royal  hands.  But  before 
any  new  form  of  government  could  take 
place,  king  Charles  II.  died,  and  it  was 
not  till  1686,  that  a  commiffion  arri¬ 
ved  for  fetting  up  a  new  and  arbitrary  go¬ 
vernment,  by  which  the  houfe  of  Depu¬ 
ties  was  laid  aiide,  and  confequently  the 
people  were  totally  deprived  of  all  power 
in  the  adminiftration.  The  powers  of 
government  were  committed  to  a  chofen 
council,  of  which  a  gentleman  of  this 
place  was  appointed  prefident.’f*  Soon 
after  arrived  Sir  Edmund  Androfs,  with  a 
commiffion  from  king  James,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  affiflants,  to  take  upon  him  the  ab- 
folute  government  of  all  the  New-Eng- 
land  colonies,  with  New- York.  Thus 
the  people  found  themfelves  compleatly 
ftripped  of  all  their  privileges,  civil  and 
facred,  and  fubjefted  to  a  governour  and 
council,  as  to  the  ruling  part  of  them, 

entirely 


f  Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq  ; 
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entirely  devoted  to  the  will  and  pleafure 
of  a  popilh  prince,  whole  arbitrary  mea- 
fures  will  be  detefted,  while  there  are 
friends  to  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  nation. 

Sir  Edmund  Androfs  was  fuppofed  to 
be  a  bigotted  papift.  On  his  arrival,  he 
made  high  profedlons  of  regard  to  the 
public  good  and  welfare  of  the  people. 
But,  as  one  oblerves,  *  “  Nero  concealed 
“  his  ty^nnical  difpofition  more  years, 
“  than  he  did  months.”  All  the  affairs 
of  government  were  managed  by  himfelt, 
with  four  or  five  of  his  creatures.  The 
diftrelfed  people  were  foon  given  to  un¬ 
derhand,  they  were  not  to  expedt  to  en¬ 
joy  the  privileges  of  Englifhmen.  One 
of  the  firft  adts  of  their  tyranny  was,  the 
reftraint  of  the  prefs.  Marriage  was  for¬ 
bidden,  but  on  certain  conditions  of  their 
own  preferibing.  The  congregational  mi- 
nifters  were  conlidercd  as  meer  laymen. 
“  The  people  were  menaced,  that  the 
“  meeting-houfes  fhould  be  taken  from 
“  them,  and,  that  public  worlhip,  in  the 

D  2  <c  con- 

*  Goy.  Hutchinfon’s  Hilt,  of  MaflT.  vol.  i.  p.  354* 
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“  congregational  way,  fhould  not  be  to- 
“  lerated.”  But  while  affairs  were  thus 
going  on,  and  the- religious  liberties  of  the 
country  were  juft  on  the  point  of  being 
loft,  tire  king’s  proclamation  for  univer- 
fal  toleration  put  a  Hop  to  any  farther 
proceedings. 

But  ftill  the  people  faw  their  civil  rights 
and  perfonal  property  in  the  hands  of  a 
tyrant. — Swearing  by  the  book  was  intro¬ 
duced,  and  luch  as  fcrupled  it  were  fined 
and  imprifoned. — Exorbitant  and  intole¬ 
rable  fees  were  expeded. — The  titles  to 
lands  were  queftioned,  in  order  to  oblige 
men  to  take  out  new  patents,  at  unrea- 
fonable  prices.— Eftates  in  fome  inftan- 
ces  were  unjuftly  alienated,  and  made 
over  to  thofe  that  had  no  right  to  them 
in  law  or  equity. — Property  became  eve¬ 
ry  day  more  and  more  precarious.  Under 
fuch  a  government,  no  man  could  call  any 
thing  his  own.  Towns  were  forbidden, 
at  their  peril,  to  alTemble,  except  once 
or  twice  a  year.  The  governour,  with 
four  or  five,  laid  taxes  on  the  people,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  fovereign  will,  and  the  offi¬ 
cers 


« 
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cers  who  refufed  to  alfefs  them,  were  i m~ 

prifoned  and  lined. - The  inhabitants 

were  cruelly  forbidden  to  garrifon  their 
own  houfes,  in  a  time  of  war. — A  multi¬ 
tude  of  lives  were  loft,  in  a  foolifh  and 
fruitlefs  expedition  to  the  eaftern  frontiers, 
r — Such  were  the  arbitrary  meafures  pur- 
fuing  by  a  fet  of  wretches,  who  were  mak¬ 
ing  their  fortunes  out  of  the  country’s  ru- 
in.  But  the  glorious  Revolution,  which 
dethroned  James,  and  placed  a  proteftant 
king  and  queen  on  the  throne,  fat  New- 
England  at  liberty  from  the  cruel  oppref- 
fiotis  of  arbitrary  government. 

It  mult  be  remembered,  that  while  the 
country  was  ftripped  of  its  invaluable  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  groaning  under  an  arbitrary 
government,  they  were  likewife  carrying  on 
a  war  with  the  favages,  which  fell  chiefly 
on  the  eaftern  frontiers.  This  war  be¬ 
gan  in  1687,  and  lafted  ten  years;  in 
all  which  time,  our  frontiers  were  harraf- 
fed,  and,  every  year,  more  or  lefs  deftruc- 
tion  was  made  on  our  borders.  It  was 
during  this  war,  in  1690,  that  this  brave 
people,  who,  one  would  have  thought 
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quite  disheartened,  raifed  and  Sent  700 
men,  who  accomplished  the  redu&ion  of 
Port-Royal,  which  was  given  up  Seven 
years  after,  at  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick.  In 
the  fame  year  an  expedition  was  formed, 
and  carried  on,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
William  Phipps,  for  the  reduction  of  Ca¬ 
nada.  The  expedition  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful,  and  the  confequences  of  it  diftreffing 
to  the  people.  A  thoufand  brave  young 
men  loft  their  lives,  by  a  train  of  difafters 
in  that  unfortunate  undertaking.  Mourn¬ 
ing  and  woe  were  brought  on  the  country, 
and  a  load  of  debt  which  proved  pernicL 
ous  both  to  them  and  their  pofterity.  * 
Liberty  is  the  moft  ardent  with  of  a 
brave  and  noble  people.  They  bear  the 
yoke  with  reluctance,  and  never  fail  to 
improve  the  firft  opportunity  to  call:  it  off,  * 
The  Sacred  thirft  for  liberty  brought  our 
fathers  hither.  They  endured  the  yoke  of 
flavery  with  great  uneafinefs.  The  firft 
hints  that  William  and  Mary  had  afcended 
the  throne,  roufed  them  to  Spirited  mea¬ 
sures  ;  they  feized  and  imprifoned  the  in- 

ftruments 


*  A  paper  currency  begun  at  that  time. 
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ftruments  of  their  oppreffion,  and  prefer¬ 
red  their  humble  and  earned:  folicitati- 
ons  for  the  reftoration  of  their  charter- 
privileges.  After  three  or  four  years 
the  prefent  charter  was  obtained,  which, 
though  it  enlarges  the  king’s  prerogative, 
and  brings  us  to  a  nearer  dependence  on 
the  crown,  we  never thelefs  confider  as  of 
ineftimable  worth.  Its  privileges  we 
wifh,  and  pray  may  be  tranfmitted  a  fair 
inheritance  to  our  children  after  us. — 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  was  a 
principal  agent  in  obtaining  the  prefent 
charter,  and  his  name  will  be  remember¬ 
ed  through  many  generations. 

The  arrival  of  the  new  charter,  in 
1692,  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  diftreffes 
of  this  unhappy  people.  On  its  arrival, 
while  fome  rejoiced  at  the  reftoration  of 
many  of  their  former  privileges,  others 
mourned  bitterly  at  the  abridgment  of 
feveral  important  liberties  they  had  enjoy¬ 
ed  under  the  former  charter,  and  form  of 
% 

government.  The  date  of  the  country 
was  on  other  accounts  greatly  diflref- 
fed.-— The  fea-coafts  were  infefted  with 
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the  enemies  privateers,  fo  that  few  of  our 
veffels  could  efcape.  The  inland  fron¬ 
tiers,  from  eaft  to  weft,  were  harraffed 
with  enemies,  French  and  Indians. — 
The  late  unfuccefsful  expedition  againft 
Canada  had  expofed  the  country  to  the 
refen tment  of  France,  and  brought  a  dif- 
trefting  load  of  debt  upon  the  people ; 
and  the  government  were  in  the  utmoft 
perplexity  to  provide  for  carrying  on  the 
war.  And,  amidft  all,  the  minds  of  the 
people  were  filled  with  horror  at  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  what  is  called  the  Witchcraft; 
afcene  dreadful  to  be  thought  on  !  Many 
of  the  people  were  credulous,  and  believ¬ 
ed  all  they  heard,  and  the  few  that  be¬ 
lieved  all  was  impofture  and  defign,  were 
afraid  to  reveal  their  fentiments,  left  them- 
felves  fliould  be  accufed ;  for  in  that  cafe 
they  faw  little  probability  of  efcape. 

However  filly  and  romantic  the  ftories 
of  witchcraft  may  appear  to  us,  in  this 
more  enlightned  age,  it  is  but  a  few  years 
fince  they  were  believed  in  all  the  civi¬ 
lized  nations  of  Europe;  nay,  even  in  the 
laft  century,  in  the  moft  enlightned  parts 

of 
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of  Europe,  were  put  to  death  for  fuppofed 
witchcraft.  The  unhappy  tragedy,  afted 
by  our  miftaken  fathers,  was  principally 
confined  to  the  county  of  Efiex;  where 
the  profecution  was  carried  on  for  feveral 
months,  with  mistaken  zeal  and  unremit- 
ting  vigour.  The  anguiih,  the  horror 
and  confternation  of  the  people  were  be¬ 
yond  imagination,  when  their  relatives, 
their  friends  and  neighbours  were  accufed, 
and  imprifoned  :  Many  of  them  were  put 
on  folemn  trial  for  life,  and  divers  con¬ 
demned  and  executed.  No  one  could 
look  upon  himfelf  as  fafe :  Many  fled 
their  country  for  fear,  and  before  the  im- 
pofture  was  difcovered,  fuch  a  (hocking 
tragedy  was  adted,  as  is  enough  to  make 
the  ears  of  every  one  that  heareth  to  tin¬ 
gle.  Nineteen  perfons  were  condemned  and 
executed  for  witchcraft.  One  was  prefled 
to  death  for  refilling  to  plead.  Eight  more 
lay  under  the  fentence  of  death.  Fifty 
confefled  and  were  pardoned.  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty  were  imprifoned,  and  two 
hundred ,  being  accufed,  fled  for  their  lives.* 

E  May 

^  See  Hutchinfon  on  witchcraft,  p.  58. —In  that 

excellent  treatiie  the  reader  will  find  the  vuloar  no- 
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May  heaven  forgive  the  innocent  blood 
that  was  fhed,  and  future  ages  learn  wifdom 
from  the  miftakes  of  former  times !  Ra¬ 
ther,  much  rather,  may  time  draw  a  dark 
vail  over  this  fcene  of  delufion  ! 

At  this  time,  and  for  feveral  fucceffive 
years,  the  natives  carried  on  the  war  upon 
our  eaftern  and  weftern  frontiers ;  making 
fudden  and  unexpended  onfets,  burning 
houfes,  killing  and  captivating  the  diftrefted 
inhabitants.  In  1693,  an  army  of  French 
and  Indians  attacked  Wells,  but  could  not 
deftroy  the  garrifon ;  tho’  they  tortured 

a  poor  man  to  death.  * 

In  1694,  the  enemy  attacked  a  village 
in  New-Hampfture,  -f-  and  killed  and  led 
captive  100  perfons.  The  fame  year  they 
aftaulted  divers  places  in  the  eaftern  parts,  $ 
and  feveral  perfons  fell  victims  to  their 
rage. 


tions  of  witchcraft  learnedly  difproved,  the  true  na¬ 
ture  of  witchcraft,  as  fpoken  of  in  the  law  of  Mofes, 
clearly  opened,  with  an  ingenious  account  of  the 
witch  of  Endor. 

*  John  Diamond. 
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In  1695,  the  favages  continued  their 
depredations,  and  committed  feveral  mur¬ 
ders  on  the  frontiers ;  and,  no  farther 
from  home  than  Billerica,  they  killed  and 
captivated  fifteen  perfons. 

On  the  next  year  1696,  the  Englifh  fort 
at  Pemaquid,  the  ftrongefi:  garrifon  in  the 
eaftern  country,  was  taken  and  demolifh- 
ed.  The  news  created  great  terror  through 
the  country ;  and  it  was  then  expected  the 
enemy  would  have  marched  weftward,  and 
brought  fire  and  fword  into  the  bowels  ol 
our  country.  Five  hundred  men  were  raif- 
ed  and  fent  to  oppofe  them  ;  but  God  was 
pleafed  to  deliver  the  country,  and  no¬ 
thing  extraordinary  was  attempted  by  the 
enemy.  The  inhabitants,  all  along  the 
frontiers,  were  obliged  to  fhut  themfelves 
up  in  garrifons,  and  were  greatly  hun¬ 
dred  from  their  labours.  The  Indians 
were  every  where  upon  the  watch,  and 
when  an  opportunity  prefented,  feized  or 
killed  thole  that  ventured  abroad.— We, 
who  now  fit  every  one  under  his  own  vine 
and  fig-tree,  and  have  none  to  make  us 
afraid,  can  hardly  imagine  the  diftrefled 
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Jitaation  of  families,  every  hour  in  peril  of 
their  lives  ;  continually  alarmed  with  the 
outrages  of  favages,  and  the  relations 
of  murders  committed  in  one  place  and 
another. 

In  1697,  we  were  threatned  with  a 
powerful  invafion  from  France.  —  The 
f  rench  king  had  his  heart  much  fet  on 
this  expedition.  A  large  fleet  was  order¬ 
ed  to  fail  from  the  ports  of  France,  as 
early  in  the  year  as  poflible,  to  attack 
Bofton.  A  numerous  army  from  Canada 
was  deftined  to  join  the  fleet,  on  the  eaft- 
ern  frontiers  :  The  army  was  ready  to 
march  at  a  few  days  warning.  The  fleet 
actually  tailed  from  France,  and  arrived 
in  America.  The  defigned  invafion  was 
known  in  the  country,  and  every  day  ex¬ 
pected,  for  feveral  weeks  together.  A  re¬ 
port  was  fpread  in  Bofton,  that  a  formi¬ 
dable  fleet  had  been  feen  on  the  coaft. 
The  inhabitants,  were  put  into  confter- 
nation  and  amazement,  and  there  were 
no  hopes  of  a  Britiih  fleet  to  affifl  them. 
The  beft  preparations  were  made  how¬ 
ever,  by  a  brave  and  diflrefTed  people,  to 

receive 
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receive  their  enemies. — The  militia  was 
held  in  readinefs  to  march  to  the  fea- 
coafts,  and  their  principal  fortreffes  were 
put  into  the  beft  pofture  of  defence.  The 
alarm  continued  for  feveral  weeks,  all 
which  time,  they  daily  expedted  to  be  at¬ 
tacked.  But  Heaven  was  pleafed  graci- 
oufly  to  appear  for  their  help ;  and,  by  a 
train  of  difappointments,  fruftrated  the 
defigns  the  enemy  had  formed  againft  us, 
Befides,  by  reafon  of  the  preparations 
making  in  Canada,  to  ftrike  this  impor¬ 
tant  blow,  our  frontiers  had  quiet  until 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  a  party 
of  the  enemy  fell  upon  Lancafter,  and 
killed  the  miniiler*,  and  twenty  or  thirs¬ 
ty  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  beginning  of  the  next  year,  1698, 
the  Indians  furprized  Andover  and  Ha^ 
verhill,  burned  feveral  houfes,  and  kilr* 
led  many  of  the  inhabitants,  leading  fome 
into  dreadful  captivity  :  And  the  treaty  of 
Ryfwick ,  which  reftored  peace  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  France,  did  not  quickly  deliver 
pur  frontiers  from  the  Indian  enemy.  Se¬ 
veral 

*  The  R^v.  Mr.  Waiting. 
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veral  attacks  after  this  were  made  on  our 
eaftern  and  weftern  borders,  •f 

But  in  the  clofe  of  this  year  1698, 
after  many  years  inceifant  war  with  the 
French  and  Savages,  peace  was  reftored 
to  our  frontiers.  However  its  duration 
was  fhort :  for  foon  after  the  breaking 
out  of  queen  Anne's  war  with  France, 
1703,  New-England  was  again  involved 
in  an  expenfive  and  diftreffing  war, 
which,  during  the  courfe  of  ten  years, 
required  the  utmoft  exertion  of  this  peo-? 
pie :  the  weight  fell  principally  on  this 
unfortunate  colony.  It  grieves  me  to  re- 
prefent  to  you  the  fufferings,  diftrefles  and 
difappointments  of  this  unhappy  people. 
But,  as  it  may  remind  us  of  our  obliga¬ 
tions  to  God,  who  has  often  appeared  for 
us  in  feafons  of  peculiar  diftrefs,  I  fhall 
give  you  a  fummary  view  of  the  feries  of 
calamities,  which  befel  us,  during  that 
long  war. 

The  firft  confiderable  onfet  of  the  In¬ 
dians  was  on  the  town  of  Deerfield,  the 
1  ft  of  March. — In  the  dead  of  night  the 

■whole 

f  On  Kitterv,  York,  and  Hatfield. 


— 


— 


(  39  ) 

whole  town  was  attacked,  by  300  French 
and  Indians.  They  flew  about  forty  per- 
fons,  and,  the  next  morning,  leaving  the 
houfes  and  barns  in  flames,  they  carried 
away  about  a  hundred  captives,  among 
whom  was  the  minifter  of  the  town,  * 
a  native  of  this  place,  with  his  wife  and 
five  children,  leaving  two  children  dead, 
and  his  houfe  in  flames.— The  tender 
hulband  was  quickly  feparated  from  his 
feeble  fpoufe,  and,  not  long  after,  had 
the  affe&ing  tidings,  that,  fatigued  with 
travail,  fhe  had  the  hatchet  of  her  cruel 
mafter  flruck  into  her  brains. — Oh  !  the 
diftrefs  that  an  affectionate  hulband  muff 
have  felt  at  fuch  a  relation  as  this  ! — Se¬ 
veral  expenfive  expeditions  were  under¬ 
taken,  which  had  no  great  effedt,  unlefs 
to  ftrike  terror  into  the  favages,  and  pre¬ 
vent  their  fo  frequent  attacks  on  our  fet- 
tlements. 

In  1704,  the  enemy  were  very  adive, 
and  made  feveral  inroads  upon  our  un¬ 
walled  villages.  Three  or  four  hundred 
French  and  Indians  came  down  to  Lan- 

cafter, 


% 


Rev.  Mr.  Williams,. 


(  4°  ) 

caOt  i ,  and  burnt  the  meeting-houfe, 
and  many-dwelling  houfes,  and  affaulted 
th^.  gan lions,  but  were  not  able  to  take 
them.  Many  other  towns  in  this,  and  a 
neighbouring  government,  f  fuffered  by 
the  incurfions  of  the  favages ;  and  the 
country  was  in  a  perpetual  alarm. 

In  1705,  there  were  no  confiderable 
devaluations  of  the  enemy.  But  as  it  was 
a  time  of  war,  the  people  on  the  frontiers 
lived  in  continual  fear ;  and,  if  they  ven¬ 
tured  into  their  fields,  it  was  in  great  jeo¬ 
pardy  of  their  lives. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year* 
1706,  feveral  hundreds  marched  from 
Canada,  to  fall  upon  the  frontiers  of 
New -England.  The  intelligence  of  this 
defign  gave  a  dreadful  alarm  through  all 
the  fi  on  tiers,  the  people  not  knowing 
where  they  would  break  in.  Probably 
the  enemy  divided  their  forces ;  for  they 
fell  on  feveral  places  nearly  at  the  fame 
time.  During  the  courle  of  this  year, 
Dunftable,  Sudbury,  Chelmsford,  Exe¬ 
ter,  and  divers  other  places,  had  fome  of 
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their  inhabitants  killed,  or  taken ;  and  a 
party  ventured  down  to  Reading,  within 
a  few  miles  of  our  metropolis.  Who  can 
conceive  the  diftrefs  and  anguilh  of  a 
whole  country,  every  where  lying  open 
to  the  cruelties  of  barbarous  favages,  aid¬ 
ed  and  pufhed  on  by  our  mercilefs  neigh¬ 
bours  the  French  ! 

In  1707,  an  uniuccefsful  expedition  was 
formed  again  ft  Port-Royal.  This  Colony 
fent  a  thoufand  men,  which  greatly  in- 
creafed  the  burden  of  a  diftreffed  people. 
Nor  did  this  expedition  at  all  fecure  our 
frontiers.  The  favages  hill  continued 
their  inroads,  and  committed  many  bar¬ 
barous  murders  on  the  defencelefs  inhabi¬ 
tants,  *  and  had  confidence  enough  to 
venture  down  to  Marlborough,  an  inland 
town,  where  they  did  fome  damage. 

In  1708,  the  country  was  alarmed  with 
advices,  that  the  governor  of  Canada  was 
collecting  all  the  tribes  of  favages  he  could, 
for  a  powerful  invafion  of  fome  part  of 
New-England,  to  be  commanded  by 

F  French 
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French  officers.  Providence  ftrangely 
difconcerted  their  plan,  and  great  num¬ 
bers  of  Indians  gave  over  the  enterprize. 
However,  on  the  2yth  of  Auguft,  about 
200  of  the  enemy  fell  upon  Haverhill, 
killed  the  minifter-f',  and  thirty  or  forty 
perfons ;  burnt  great  part  of  the  build¬ 
ings,  and  returned,  carrying  feveral  into 
captivity. 

Notwithftanding  the  Colony  had  been 
harraffed  with  long  and  perplexing  wars, 
yet,  upon  an  intimation  from  the  Crown, 
that  an  expedition  was  defigned  againffc 
Canada,  they  chearfully  raifed  and  kept 
in  pay,  for  feveral  months,  their  quota 
of  troops  J  and  tranfports,  until  advices 
were  received,  that  the  intended  expedi¬ 
tion  was  laid  afide.  This  was  an  additi¬ 
onal  difappointment  and  misfortune  to  a 
people,  already  finking  under  a  load  of 
debt.  And,  through  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  the  Indian  ravages  were  continu¬ 
ed  ;  many  places  were  attacked,  both 
on  the  eaftern  and  weftern  frontiers.  A 
large  party  of  the  enemy  attacked  Deer¬ 
field, 

f  The  Rev.  Mr.  Rolfe. 
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field,  when  the  inhabitants  were  j  uft  re¬ 
turned  from  captivity.  Several  other  places 
had  their  people  picked  off,  by  parties 
of  Indians,  difperfed  all  over  the  fron¬ 
tiers. 

In  1710,  the  New-England  Colonies 
fent  four  regiments  to  reduce  Port-Royal ; 
in  which  they  were  affifted  by  feveral  of 
the  king’s  Chips.  The  defign  was  accom- 
plifhed.  During  the  whole  fummer,  not- 
withftanding  the  expence  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Port-Royal,  the  Colony  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  keep  large  parties  in  pay,  to  fcour 
the  woods  and  protect  the  outer  fettle- 
ments.  But,  notwithftanding  all  their 
diligence,  the  frontiers  were  frequently 
alarmed,  and  mifchief  was  done  in  feveral 
places.  Marlborough  and  Chelmsford 
were  infefted  with  the  Indians,  and,  at 
the  latter,  a  brave  officer  was  flain.  * 
Nothing  farther  could  be  expected  from 
an  exhaufted  people,  yet,  perhaps  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  iuccefs  of  the  picceding 
year,  and  well  knowing  that  they  were 
never  to  expeft  any  lafting  peace  and 
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fafety,  fo  long  as  Canada  was  in  the  hands 
oi  the  French ;  upon  advice  of  an  expedi¬ 
tion  forming  againft  Quebec,  this  Colony , 
with  almoft  unparallelled  readinefs  and  dif- 
patcli,  lurnifhed  two  regiments,  their  quota 
of  troops,  together  with  provifions,  and 
joined  the  king’s  troops  which  arrived  at 
Bolton,  on  the  projected  expedition.  The 
whole  armament,  confiding  of  fifteen  fail 
of  men  of  war,  forty  tranfports,  arid  feven 
thoufand  troops,  failed  from  Bofton  July 
30,  1 71 1.  Soon  after  they  arrived  in  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  eight  or  nine  fhips 
were  wrecked  in  the  night  upon-  the 
rocks,  and  a  thoufand  of  the  troops  perill¬ 
ed  in  the  waves.  This  dreadful' blow,  at 
once,  put  an  end  to  the  expedition.  The 
navy,  and  regular  troops  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  New-England  forces  re¬ 
turned  afhamed  and  confounded.  The 
difappointment  and  vexation  was  very 
great.  The  public  debt  was  increafed, 
and  became  now  almoft  infupportable. 
The  country  was  ftill  left  to  the  mercilefs 
ravages  of  French  and  Indians.  Some 
pious  minds  gave  over  all  hopes  of  ever 
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reducing  Canada.  “  So  many  attempts 
44  blafted,  plainly  indicated,  as  they  con- 
4C  ceived,  that  Providence  never  defign- 
€C  ed  the  whole  northern  continent  of 
iC  America  for  one  European  power/* 
And,  to  add  ftill  to  the  misfortune,  it  foon 
appeared,  that  every  method  was  taken  to 
mifreprefent  and  abufe  this  loyal  Colony, 
and  caft  all  the  blame  of  the  failing  of  the 
expedition  on  us.  Proper  meafures  were 
taken  to  clear  the  Colony  from  this  unde- 
ferved  abufe.  A  journal  of  all  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  was  fent  home,  in  which,  it  was 
truly  aflerted,  that  one  fifth  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  fit  to  bear 
arms,  were  in  pay  this  fummer.  And 
farther,  to  complete  their  misfortunes, 
this  year,  the  middle  and  belt  inhabited 
part  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  was  laid  in 
afhes. 

Early  in  the  fpring  of  the  next  year, 
1712,  the  favages  renewed  their  aflaults 
on  the  frontiers,  killing  and  leading  cap¬ 
tive  in  feveral  places.  Their  incurfions 
continued  until  1713,  when  peace  took 
place  between  the  contending  powers  of 
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Europe:  Soon  after  which  the  Indian 
tribes  entred  into  a  treaty,  and  profeffed 
themfelves  the  very  obedient  faithful  fub- 
jefts  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain. 

We  are  now  come  to  a  period  memo¬ 
rable  in  the  annals  of  Europe,  the  peace 
of  Utrecht.  This  country  had,  with  very 
fmall  intermifiions,  been  in  a  ftate  of  war 
for  near  forty  years.  In  thofe  long  wars 
the  country  loft  five  or  fix  thoufand  of 
their  braveft  youths  ;  and  it  was  found, 
that  in  the  fpace  of  fifty  years,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  inhabitants  in  the  province  had  not 
doubled.  The  defence  of  the  frontiers, 
and  the  numerous  garrifons  and  fortifica¬ 
tions  they  were  obliged  to  maintain,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  various  expenfive  expedi¬ 
tions  in  which  they  were  engaged,  with¬ 
out  any  relief  or  compenfation  from  the 
crown,  “  muft  have  occafioned  fuch  an 
€t  annual  burden,  as  was  not  felt  by  any 
“  other  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
“  the  merit  of  the  people  of  that  day 
“  ought  never  to  be  forgotten.”  * 

From  the  year  1713,  the  land  had  reft 

for  about  ten  years.  But,  in  1723,  the 
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Indians  broke  out  into  a  war  (to  which 
they  were  urged  by  the  French)  that  laft- 
ed  about  two  years.  During  this  war, 
the  favages  harr ailed  the  frontiers,  falling 
upon  divers  towns  at  the  eaftward,*  kill¬ 
ing  and  captivating  many  of  the  people. 
They  alfo  fell  on  the  weltern  towns, 
particularly  Rutland,  where  the  mini- 
fter-j-  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  rage.  The 
Englilh  engaged  the  Indians  in  the  Ealt, 
with  various  fortune,  for  fome  time,  until 
their  fuccefs  in  deftroying  the  Indian  fet- 
tlements  at  Norridgewalk,  with  a  great 
part  of  the  tribe  of  that  name,  induced 
the  favages,  in  general,  to  treat  of  peace, 
which  was  eltablilhed  by  a  folemn  treaty 
in  1725.^;  I  would  only  add,  it  was  du¬ 
ring  this  war  that  Capt.  Lovel,  (with  a 
company  of  brave  men)  fcouring  the  wil- 
dernefs  in  quell  of  the  enemy,  was  drawn 
into  an  ambulhment,  and  flain  with  feve- 
ral  of  his  men. 

From 

*  Scarborough,  Falmouth,  Berwick,  Wells, 
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From  the  peace  in  1725,  the  country 
enjoyed  reft  for  nineteen  years  ;  until 
the  declaration  of  war  between  England 
and  France,  in  1744;  when  all  our  fron¬ 
tiers  were  involved  in  the  dangers  and 
perplexities  of  an  Indian  war.  Five  hun¬ 
dred  men  were  immediately  imprefted  and 
fent  to  guard  the  expofed  plantations. — 
I  am  not  able  to  give  a  minute  account  of 
the  aftaults  and  murders  committed  by 
the  favages  in  this  war ;  and  I  am  ready 
to  think,  proper  care  was  not  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  the  memory  of  thofe  events.  But 
many  of  us  well  remember,  that  feveral 
valuable  fettlements  were  deferted,  and 
burnt ;  and  many  of  our  people  were  flain, 
or  carried  into  captivity. — In  1745,  the 
repeated  attempts  of  the  enemy  upon  An¬ 
napolis  Royal,  (which  was  preferved  from 
falling  into  their  hands,  by  a  feafonable 
reinforcement  of  the  garrifon  with  two 
hundred  men  from  this  province)  and  the 
imminent  danger  to  which  our  trade  and 
fifliery  were  ^expofed,  routed  the  martial 
fpirit  of  the  New-England  Colonies  to 
engage  in  an  expedition  againft  Louif- 

burgh. 
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burg,  a  ftrong  fortrefs  on  the  Ifland  of 
Cape-Breton.  The  expedition  was  plan¬ 
ned  by  the  Governor  of  this  province*, 
and  profecuted  with  the  greateft  ardor  and 
bravery.  Many  of  us  remember  the  rea- 
dinefs  with  which  thoufands  of  our  wor¬ 
thy  inhabitants  engaged  themfelves  in  that 
hazardous  enterprize.  A  train  of  favour¬ 
able,  unforefeen,  and  even  aftonifhing 
events  facilitated  the  conqueft  of  that  im¬ 
portant  fortrefs.  This  fuccefs  of  the  New- 
England  arms  was  very  important,  in  its 
confequences  :  It  was  the  price  that  pur- 
chafed  the  peace  of  Europe.  Cape-Bre- 
ton  was  the  Jingle  equivalent  for  all  the 
conquefls  of  France  in  the  Netherlands. 
But  this  capture  coft  the  Colonies  dear  : 
For  tho’  but  a  few  were  killed  in  the  liege, 
yet  the  licknefs,  that  raged  among  the 
troops  in  garrifon  after  the  conqueft,  fwept 
off  many  hundreds  of  our  worthy  inhabi¬ 
tants. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  againft 
Louifburg  put  the  miniftry  upon  forming  a 
plan  for  the  total  reduction  of  Canada.  T’heje 
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Colonies  loft  great  numbers  of  their  beft  men, 
in  the  conqueft  and  garrifoning  of  Louif- 
burg ;  and  that  expedition,  together  with 
the  war  on  the  frontiers,  had  funk  them, 
efpecially  this  province,  deep  in  debt.  To 
which  I  may  add,  as  a  difcouraging  con- 
fideration  ;  all  former  attempts  on  Canada 
had  proved  unfortunate.  Neverthelefs, 
upon  an  intimation  of  the  royal  pleafure, 
the  Colonies  readily  engaged  in  the  great 
undertaking,  and  even  exceeded  the  royal 
requifition,  in  the  number  of  troops  they 
engaged  to  employ^.  The  troops  of  this 
province  were  feafonably  prepared,  and 
waited,  with  impatience,  the  arrival  of 
the  forces  from  Europe.  But,  unhappily 
for  the  Colonies,  the  defign  was  laid  afide 
at  home,  and  all  our  expences  and  prepa¬ 
rations  proved,  in  a  manner,  fruitlefs  ;  at 
ieaft  they  only  ferved  to  defend  our  own 
frontiers,  and  to  protedt  Nova-Scotia, 
where  our  people  were  inftdioufly  attacked 
by  the  French  and  Indians  at  Minas,  and 
160  were  killed  and  wounded  in  one  night. 
In  a  word,  inftead  of  a  fleet  and  army 
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from  home  to  undertake  the  conquefl  of 
Canada,  we  were  left  to  the  fearful  appre- 
henfions  of  a  powerful  fleet  and  army,  fent 
out  from  France,  with  orders  to  bombard 
and  lay  wafte  all  our  maritime  towns; 
without  any  confiderable  force  to  refill 
them. 

England  was  not  more  alarmed  with 
the  Spanish  Armada,  in  1588,  than  Bof- 
ton,  and  the  other  North-American  fea- 
ports  were,  with  the  arrival  of  this  pow¬ 
erful  armament  in  their  neighbourhood. 
The  fleet  confided  of  feventy  fail,  where¬ 
of  fourteen  were  capital  fhips,  and  twen¬ 
ty  were  fmaller  men  of  war ;  enough,  to 
ftrike  terror  into  the  braved:  minds.— 
Every  meafure  for  defence,  that  was  in 
our  power,  was  immediately  purfued — 
our  principal  dependance  from  abroad,  wras 
the  feafonable  arrival  of  a  Britifh  fleet; 
but  herein  our  expectations  were  difap- 
pointed.  But  when  our  dependance  up¬ 
on  man  failed.  Heaven  undertook  our  de¬ 
liverance.  Ele,  that  hath  all  nature  in 
his  power,  fent  a  mortal  flckncfs  into  the 
enemy’s  fleet  and  army,  and  fo  diminiflied 
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their  numbers,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
burn  feveral  of  their  fhips,  for  want  of 
men  to  navigate  and  defend  them.  Their 
general,  a  Duke  of  France -f*,  died  fud- 
denly,  or  rather  laid  violent  hands  on  him- 
felf.  Some  of  the  fhips  were  loft  in  a  vi¬ 
olent  ftorm,  and  others  taken  in  their  re¬ 
turn  to  France.  So  that  this  great  Armada, 
which  employed  near  half  the  navy  of 
France,  was  in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed. 
— We,  literally,  ftood  ftill  and  faw  the 
falvation  of  God. — “  He  faw  that  there 
“  was  no  man, — therefore  his  own  arm 
€t  brought  falvation.” 

During  the  fhort  peace  between  the 
two  laft  wars,  our  plantations  flourifhed, 
and  our  fettlements  extended  themfelves 
farther  into  the  wildernefs.  But  our  reft 
was  fhort :  W e  were  foon  called  to  arms. 
The  neceffity  of  the  times  required  us  to 
furnifh  much  greater  armies  than  ever  we 
had  done  before.  France,  inftead  of  con¬ 
forming  to  articles  of  agreement  for  ter¬ 
minating  all  difputes  in  America,  was 
forming  the  vaft  plan  (or  rather  profecut- 
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ing  a  plan  long  fince  laid)  of  driving  the 
Englifh  out  of  all  North- America;  at  lead:, 
of  fubjedting  this  vaft  extent  of  dominion 
to  the  crown  of  France.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  they  were  building  fortreffes  on  our 
frontiers,  imprifoning  Britifh  fubjedts,  at¬ 
tacking  our  garrifons,  and  were  daily  fil¬ 
ling  their  Colonies  with  regular  troops,  in 
order  to  execute  the  projedt  formed  at 
Verfailles.  Thefe  perfidious  tranfadtions 
occafioned  the  laft  war,  which  was  indeed 
begun  in  1755?  though  not  formally  de¬ 
clared  till  the  next  year.  The  events  of 
that  war  are  yet  recent  in  our  memories — 
Greater  armies  were  led  into  the  field  ; 
more  important  battles  were  fought ; 
more  difficult  fieges  were  undertaken ; 
more  dreadful  defeats  were  experienced ; 
and  in  fhort,  more  glorious  vidtories  and 
conquefts  were  obtained,  than  ever  were 
known  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Ame¬ 
rica  was  more  eminently  the  feat  of  war  ; 
our  public  affairs  received  an  importance 
they  never  had  before ;  not  only  England 
and  France,  but  all  Europe  liftened  to  our 
fate. 

Two 
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Two  things  are  obfervable,  in  which 
the  laft  war  differed  from  all  that  New- 
England  had  been  engaged  in  before. 

The  firft  is,  that  as  the  former  Indian 
wars  were  principally  confined  to  New- 
England,  our  frontiers  were  the  only  field 
of  battle  :  the  other  provinces,  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  fat  ftill,  in  profound  tranquility, 
while  we  were  ftruggling  hard  to  defend 
and  keep  poffeflion  of  our  country.  In 
the  laft  war,  the  interefts  of  the  feveral 
governments  became  blended  or  connect¬ 
ed  together  ;  they  were  obliged  to  join 
their  forces,  and  the  caufe  became  a  com¬ 
mon  one,  although  it  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  New-England,  even  then, 
bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day. 

2dly.  Whereas,  in  all  preceding  wars, 
our  eaftern  and  weftern  frontiers  were 
open  to  the  ravages  of  the  Indians;  during 
the  laft  war,  as  we  aCted  on  the  offenfive 
and  carried  the  war  into  the  enemy’s  coun¬ 
try,  they  were  obliged  to  colleft  all  their 
forces  for  their  own  defence,  by  which 
means  our  frontier  fettlements  were  un- 
molefted :  And,  through  the  whole  war 
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were,  in  a  manner,  fafe  from  fear ;  a 
quiet  habitation — a  happinefs  they  ne¬ 
ver  enjoyed  in  any  preceding  war  with 
France,  . 

The  beginning  of  the  laft  war  was  un- 
fuccefsful  in  America.  General  Eraddock, 
at  the  head  of  two  regiments,  marching 
to  remove  the  enemy’s  encroachments  on 
the  Ohio,  was  attacked  and  flain,  and  a 
dreadful  daughter  made  of  the  troops  un¬ 
der  his  command.  But  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year,  an  army  of  French  and  In¬ 
dians,  under  General  Dielkau,  was  defeated 
by  the  provincial  troops,  and  the  French 
inhabitants  were  alfo  removed  from  Nova- 
Scotia. 

The  next  year  1756,  our  troops  made 
an  inactive  campaign.  Nothing  of  any 
great  moment  happened,  unlefs  the  lofs  of 
the  Englifli  garrifon  at  Ofwego,  and  with 
it  our  communication  with  the  great  lakes, 
or  inland  feas ;  which  indeed  laid  all  the 
frontiers  of  America  open  to  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  enemy. 

1757  was  a  year  of  fear,  and  of  doubt¬ 
ful  expectation  :  we  faw  every  thing  run 

counter 
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counter  to  our  wifhes  and  expectations-— ■ 
a  large  fleet  and  army  defigned  for  the 
liege  of  Louifburg  effected  nothing.  Ge¬ 
neral  Montcalm,  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
crolfed  the  lakes  and  demolilhed  fort  Wil¬ 
liam-Henry,  with  many  circumftances  of 
horror.  The  whole  continent  was  alarm¬ 
ed  at  this  fuccefs  of  our  enemies.  We 
were  ready  to  fear  the  worft,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  would  improve  their  victory,  and  bring 
fire  and  fword  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country.  The  ableft  men  amongft  us 
thought  it  a  difmal  day ;  the  hearts  of 
many  melted  for  fear :  People  of  the  belt 
difcernment  looked  on  our  condition  as 
very  diftrefled. 

The  critical  ftate  of  the  American  war, 
and  the  hazard  the  Colonies  were  in  of  be¬ 
ing  loft,  roufed  the  whole  nation,  and 
obliged  Great-Britain  to  fend  over  a  great¬ 
er  number  of  troops,  with  a  powerful  na¬ 
val  armament,  to  carry  on  the  war  in 
America. 

The  events  of  the  year  1758  were  in 
general  profperous,  though  in  feme  inftan- 
ces  our  enemies  had  the  advantage. 

Louifburg 
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Louilburg  was  inverted  and  taken,  and 
the  naval  power  of  France  was  thereby 
greatly  reduced.  But  the  repulfe  of  our 
army  before  Ticonderoga,  with  not  lefs 
than  two  thoufand  men,  the  flower  of  the 
Britifh  troops,  killed,  wounded  and  mif¬ 
fing,  was  a  humbling  ftroke. — This  de¬ 
feat  was  in  foine  meafure  repaired,  by  the 
fuccefsful  expedition  againfl:  Frontenac, 
the  grand  French  magazine  for  fupplying 
the  enemy’s  garrifons  to  the  westward, 
and  the  herds  of  favages,  who,  until  then, 
were  butchering  the  defencelefs  inhabi- 
tants,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  wertern  and 
fouthern  Colonies.  Soon  after,  the  ene¬ 
my  deferted  their  garrifon  on  the  Ohio, 
and  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  in  a 

great  meafure  ceafed. 

♦ 

In  1759,  our  aftairs  opened  with  the 
greateffc  probability  of  fuccefs.  The  Bri- 
tifli  and  Provincial  troops  were  command¬ 
ed  by  able  Generals,  and  the  fuccefs  was 
equal  to  reafonable  expectation.  Flow  did 
our  hearts  leap  for  joy,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  frequent  meflengers  of  our  fuccefles  ! 
This  year  Niagara  was  befieged  and  taken. 

FI  — Ofwego 
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— Ofwego  preferved  from  a  powerful  at¬ 
tack  of  the  enemy — a  complete  vidtory 
obtained  over  a  large  body  of  French  and 
Indians,  bending  their  way  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Niagara — the  lines  and  ftrong  for- 
trefs  of  Ticondcroga  were  entered  with 
little  refiftance,  and  Crown-Point,  the  ve¬ 
ry  key  of  the  enemy’s  country,  was  aban¬ 
doned.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  a  deciiive  and  bloody  battle  was 
fought  on  the  plains  of  Abraham,  in 
which,  the  Generals  of  both  armies  were 
flain-j- .  To  this,  fucceeded  the  furrender 
of  the  city  of  Quebec,  after  a  long  fiege. 
Thefe  fuccefies  of  the  Britifh  troops  broke 
the  heart  and  power  of  the  French,  and 
determined  the  fate  of  Canada. 

The  next  year,  1760,  is  a  glorious  iEra 
for  New-England,  and  all  the  American 
Colonies— an  /Era  our  fathers  longed  to 
fee.  The  enemy  early  made  fome  feeble 
attempts  to  refcue  and  fave  their  country, 
but  all  in  vain.— Upon  the  approach  of 
the  Britiih  troops,  the  whole  country  of 
Canada  was  furrendered  to  the  Crown  of 
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Great-Bfitain,  and  the  entire  conqueft  of 
the  French  in  North-America  was  com¬ 
pleted.—' The  exteniive  countries,  which 
the  crown  of  France  poffelled,  or  claimed 
in  North-America,  which  in  future  ages, 
may  contain  many  flourifhing  kingdoms, 
were,  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  for  ever  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  Britifh  empire. 

The  laid  war  was  more  intereftine  and 

O 

important  than  any,  that  had  taken  place 
in  America  :  It  was  a  contending  for  the 
.empire,  not  of  New-England  only,  but 
of  all  North-America.  Our  Fathers,  long 
iince,  predidted  fuch  an  important  ftrug- 
gle.  The  crown  of  France  hurried  it  on, 
by  a  vigorous  purfuit  of  the  plan  laid  near 
an  hundred  years  ago,  to  furround  and 
fubjedt  to  ltfelf  the  Colonies  of  Great- 
Britain.  Had  the  Britifh  and  French  Co¬ 
lonies  been  left  to  contend  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  it  is  highly  probable  the  Englifh, 
by  reafon  of  their  fuperior  numbers,  had 
carried  the  day.  But,  as  France  was  con¬ 
tinually  pouring  troops  into  her  Colonies, 
and  eredting  impregnable  fortrefles  in  the 
moft  advantageous  places,  we  hood  in  ab- 
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folute  need  of  powerful  aids  from  the  mo¬ 
ther  country.  The  lofs  of  her  Colonies 
muft  have  been  of  the  moft  dreadful  con- 
fequence  to  Great-Britain ;  powerful  fuc- 
cours  were  therefore  readily  fent  over,  not 
to  fuperfede,  but  to  aid  the  utmoft.  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  Colonies.  The  Colonifts  did 
not  take  this  occafion  to  withdraw  them- 
felves  from  the  burden  of  war,  but,  to 
their  utmoft,  yea,  fome  of  them,  “  be¬ 
yond  their  ability/’  exerted  themielves, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
For  feveral  years,  a  fifth  part  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  province,  fit  to  bear  arms, 
were  employed  in  the  King’s  fervice  :  if  I 
mil  cake  not,  this  Angle  province  had,  one 
year,  ten  thoufand  men  employed  in  the 

fervice  by  fea  and  land.  Though  I  never 
•  « 

could  find  that  the  number  of  the  Colo¬ 
nifts  who  perifhed  in  the  laft  wars  was 
exadd  y  afcertained,  yet  feveral  thoufands, 
from  this  country ,  muft  have  periihed,  in 
fo  many  years  fervice,  in  fo  many  long 
marches,  laborious  and  difficult  fieges, 
and  fharp  encounters  ;  and  the  debt  con¬ 
tracted  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  notwith- 
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{landing  parliamentary  grants,  is  jlill  a 
heavy  burden  upon  the  people  of  this 
province. 

Since  the  British  empire  became  unri¬ 
valed  in  North- America,  New-England 
hath  been  a  quiet  habitation.  Our  mod 
expofed  villages,  that  have  been  for  ages 
expofed  to  the  barbarities  of  mercilefs  fa- 
vages,  are  now  rejoycing  in  peace  and  fafe- 
ty.  Our  fettlements  are  annually  extend¬ 
ing  themfelves  into  the  wildernefs.  Our 
numbers  by  the  natural  increafe  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  by  accefiions  from  foreign 
countries,  are  multiplying  with  great  rapi¬ 
dity.  New  towns  are  filling  up,  and 
churches  erecting. 

But  we  are  not  to  expert  perfedt  felicity 
in  the  moft  profperous  times. — Govern¬ 
ment,  in  its  moft  perfect  form,  is  liable 
to  miftakes ;  corruption  creeps  into  the 
beft  fyftems.  The  repofe  of  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies,  a  few  years  fince,  was  difturbed  by 
an  attempt  of  the  mother-country  to  lay 
upon  them  unconftitutional  taxes  and  bur¬ 
dens.  The  Stamp- A£l,  which,  had  it  ope- 
rated  in  America,  would  have  greatly  af¬ 
fected 
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felled  our  liberty  and  property,  was  foon 
declared  however  to  be  quite  unconftituti- 
onal,  in  the  face  of  that  Parliament,  who, 
but  one  year  before,  had  palfed  the  adl ; 
and  was  prefently  repealed.  This  was  a 

ftrange  turn  in  favour  of  American  li¬ 
berty. 

Unhappily,  I  may  fay,  unhappily  both 
for  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies,  we 
fee  another  parliamentary  adt  put  in  exe¬ 
cution,  for  the  delign  of  raifing  a  revenue, 
and  of  fixing  the  jurifdidtion  of  Par¬ 
liament,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  the 
Colonies  without  the  power  of  difpofing 
of  their  own  property.  This  adl  is  gene¬ 
rally  reckoned  quite  unconftitutional,  and, 
in  many  refpedts  very  unfriendly  to  our 
liberties. — -It  cannot  be  concealed,  that 
great  uneafinefs  almoft  univerfally  fubfifts 
in  the  Colonies,  and  there  needs  no  great 
penetration  to  forefee,  that  the  continued 
enforcement  of  this  adt  will  have  very  dis¬ 
agreeable  confequences ;  not  only  with 
regard  to  our  liberty  and  property,  but  as 
it  tends  to  beget  jealoufies,  fufpicions,  and 
alienation  of  affedtion,  between  the  mother- 
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Itate  and  her  children. — We  bear  true 
and  faithful  allegiance  to  our  fovereign 
the  King ;  we  honour  the  dignity  of  Par- 
-  liament ;  we  wifh  for  nothing  more  than 
a  perpetual  union  with,  and  conftitutional 
dependance  on,  the  mother-country.  We 
wifh  for  the  enlargement  of  our  conftitu¬ 
tional  privileges,  only  that  we  may  qui¬ 
etly  enjoy  thofe,  which  have  always  been 
recognized  by  the  high  court  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  itfelf.  We  are  grieved  to  feel  fo  fe- 
vere  marks  of  the  royal  difpleafure,  and, 
on  the  flighted:  and  moft  trifling  pretences, 
to  be  reprefented  and  actually  treated  as 
fubjedts  meditating  fedition  and  rebellion. 
Liberty,  civil  and  religious,  was  the  no¬ 
ble  errand  of  our  fathers  over  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  ;  Providence  has  hitherto  glorioufly 
owned  the  caufe,  and,  I  doubt  not  will 
ftill  continue  to  fupport  and  preferve  it. 
We  trufl:  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  our  caufe, 
and  the  uprightnefs  of  our  intentions,  and 
that  time  will  redtify  all  miftakes  ;  that 
the  extent  of  our  liberties,  and  the  per¬ 
fection  of  our  obedience,  will  be  better 
underftood,  and  the  grounds  of  difquie- 
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tude  removed. — In  the  mean  time,  let 
us,  while  we  are  feeking  redrefs  in  every 
loyal  and  conftitutional  way,  continue  our 
fervent  prayers,  “  that  the  Throne  may 
“  be  eftablifhed  in  righteoufnefs  •>  that  we 
“  may  rejoice  in  the  gladnefs  of  his  nation, 
“  and  glory  with  his  inheritance ;  lead- 
<c  ing  quiet  and  peaceable  lives,  in  all  god- 
cc  linefs  and  honefty.”  Perhaps,  by  the 
fuppreffion  of  extravagance,  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  trades  and  manufactures,  and  by 
the  practice  of  frugality  and  indultry, 
what  was  defigned  to  bring  us  to  a  more 
abfolute  dependence,  may  turn  out,  in  its 
confequences,  to  be  the  greateft  of  blef- 
fings. 

I  have  now  led  you  through  the  molt 
material  changes  and  interefting  events, 

9 

from  the  beginning  of  our  country,  to  this 
day.  It  is  but  a  very  general  and  concife 
view,  I  own enough  however  has  been 
faid  to  lhow  you,  that  we  have  had  many 
enemies  to  encounter,  and  it  is  through 
many  difficulties,  hardfhips,  and  difcourage- 
ments,  we  are  increafed,  from  very  fmall 
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and  feeble  beginnings,  until  we  are  be¬ 
come  a  very  confiderable  people. 

I  might  now  call  you  to  look  back  on 
the  feries  of  Divine  Providence,  and  ad¬ 
mire  the  power  and  goodnefs  of  God,  in 
appearing  lb  often,  and  in  fuch  unexpected 
ways,  for  the  falvation  of  his  people,  in 
this  wildernefs. 

For  fcores  of  years,  with  very  little  in- 
termiffion,  we  have  been  engaged  in  dif- 
treffing  wars  with  the  favages,  and  thofe 
who  ftimulated  them  up  againft  us.  The 
expence  has  been  diftreffing,  and  kept  us 
poor.  The  growth  of  our'fettlements  has 
been  dreadfully  impeded — probably  there  ' 
would  have  been  hundreds  of  thoufands  of 
inhabitants,  in  ,the  New-England  Colo¬ 
nies,  more  than  there  are  at  this  day, 
could  the  country  have  been  fettled  in 
peace.  And  it  is  impoffible not  to  obferve, 
that  we  have  been  commonly  left  alone  to 
contend  with  our  enemies.  We  have  not, 
in  our  moft  diftrelfed  circumftances,  re¬ 
ceived  protection  or  relief  from  Great-Bri- 
tain,  except,  indeed,  now  and  then  fome 
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lhips  of  war  to  guard  the  fea-coaft*.  And 
although  we  have,  from  the  beginning, 
guarded  our  frontiers,  and  often  engaged 
in  heavy  and  expenfive  expeditions,  to  en¬ 
large  the  kingdom,  yet  we  were  always 
left  to  fupport  the  burden  of  debt  thereby 
laid  upon  us.  I  am  not  able  to  learn  that 
this  province  has  ever  received  any  aid,  in 
money,  from  the  mother-country,  before 
the  reimburfement  of  the  charges  of  tak¬ 
ing  Cape-Breton,  in  1745-  Since  that  time 
we  have,  I  confefs,  received  parliamentary 
aids ;  yet  they  have  been  in  confideration 
of  a  debt  incurred  greatly  beyond  our  pro¬ 
portion  in  the  nation.  Inftead  of  royal 
donations,  and  parliamentary  afiiftances, 

i 

the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that,  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years,  we  were  not 
only  deftitute  of  them,  but  in  that  time 
have  met  with  many  difcouragements  from 
home,  to  break  the  fpirit  of  a  diftrelfed  in¬ 
fant  Colony.  ,  Our  fathers  had  often  hard 
meafure. 

This 

*  I  would  be  underflood  to  (peak  of  the  defence 
of  our  country  ;  and  the  hard  ftruggle  we  have  had 
to  with  (land  the  natives,  encouraged  and  aflifled  by 
the  French. 
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T  This  country  was  at  firft  fought  and  fet¬ 
tled  as  an  Afylum  for  liberty,  both  civil 
and  religious  :  And  it  is  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  that  the  abbettors  of  arbitrary  pow¬ 
er,  and  eccleliaftical  tyranny,  have,  all 
along,  been  the  enemies  of  New-England. 
— And  we  may  always  expedt,  that  a  go¬ 
vernment  fo  popular  and  friendly  to  liber¬ 
ty  as  this,  will  always  be  the  envy  and 
hatred  of  the  abettors  of  tyranny,  in 
Great- Britain,  as  well  as  among  ourfelves. 

Charles  I.  under  the  influence  of  Arch- 
bifhop  Laud,  (who  always  kept  a  jealous 
eye  over  New-England,  and  had  his  emif- 
faries  here,  to  "make  reprefentations  ot  every 
thing  that  might  fet  the  Colonies  in  a  bad 
light)  endeavoured  to  cramp  their  growth, 
and  threatned  the  affumption  o!  their  pri¬ 
vileges.  His  fon,  Charles  II.  liftened  to 
every  one  difaffedted  to  our  profperity,  and 
began  the  profecution  again  ft  the  Charter. 
James  II.  unjuftly  allumed  our  rights,  and 
erected  an  arbitrary  unconstitutional  go¬ 
vernment.  On  the  other  ijdc,  it  New- 
England  has  had  the  good-will  ot  the 
Court,  it  lias  been  in  the  reigns  of  the 
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Princes,  whofe  names  will  be  handed 
down  to  pofterity,  as  the  protestors  and 
reftorers  of  the  Englilh  liberties  ;  as 
William  III.  and  the  Sovereigns  of 
the  reigning  houfe  of  Hanover;  which 
houfe  we  fincerely  pray  God  to  continue 
on  the  throne  for  ever. 
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